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they ought to leave the ground. Croftes persisted. Finding
him thus absurdly obstinate against accommodation, the
seconds proposed that each (Croftes and Murchison) should
stand back to back, take twelve steps, turn and fire. To
this Croftes again objected as being an unusual distance.
It was compounded by each taking nine steps, when they
turned, discharging their pistols so exactly together that
only one report was heard. Croftes missed, but Murchison's
shot was more fatally directed, Croftes falling,dead upon
the spot.

Mr. Littleton, finding himself in such disgrace as to be
nearly sent to Coventry by all respectable friends, went to
the Continent, passing several months at the German Spa
until he imagined the indignation his conduct excited had
subsided.

Fitzgerald escaped the notice of his brother officers
from the Eegiment he belonged to being upon duty in the
least frequented part of Ireland, but the original fault
involved him in a duel, which arose as follows : About
a month after the controversial publications in the news
papers respecting the Vauxhall affray, the officers of the
Guards on duty at St. James's palace, being at dinner in
their mess room, were discussing the subject over their
wine, each gentleman delivering his sentiments freely upon
what had occurred. One of the party, Captain Scawen (an
old friend and contemporary of mine at Westminster)
spoke his mind as to the military men particularly, and did
so in the full confidence of being in the company of men who
would scorn to divulge a private conversation. He was
pointedly severe in his remarks upon Fitzgerald's dressing
a menial servant in his own regimentals and ordering him
to personate one of His Majesty's officers for an infamous
and disgraceful purpose. One of the party, a Captain
Bagnell, attempted to defend the conduct of Fitzgerald,
but was scouted by the rest, though they admitted the
humanity and good nature of his endeavours. This Captain
Bagnell meeting Fitzgerald soon after, told him he had
recently been fighting Ms battles, having been present when